
Seventh Sunday of Easter 
 

Opening Hymn 

 

  Alleluia. Christ is risen.  

People  The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia. 

 

Praise to the holy and undivided Trinity, one God: as it was in the beginning, is 

now, and will be for ever. Amen 

Officiant  O God, let our mouth proclaim your praise.  

People   And your glory all the day long.  

 

More Beautiful than the Honey Locust Tree Are the Words of the Lord   by Mary Oliver  

In the household of God, I have stumbled in recitation, and in my mind I have wandered. I have 

interrupted worship with discussion. Once I extinguished the Gospel candle after all the others. 

But never held the cup to my mouth lagging in gratitude. The Lord forgives many things, so I 

have heard. 

The deer came into the field. I saw her peaceful face and heard the shuffle of her breath. She was 

sweetened by merriment and not afraid, but bold to say whose field she was crossing: spoke the 

tap of her foot: “It is God’s, and mine.” But only that she was born into the poem that God made, 

and called the world…And the priest in her beautiful vestments, her hand over the chalice. All 

day I watch the sky changing from blue to blue. For You are forever and I am like a single day 

that passes. And all day I give thanks for this world… 

Acts 1:6-14 

Sequence Hymn – He has made me glad. 

 

The Gospel according to John 17:1-11 

 

The Sermon 

Most Beautiful….. by Mary Oliver (part two) 

I had such a longing for virtue, for company. I wanted Christ to be as close as the cross I wear. I 

wanted to read and serve, to touch the altar linen. Instead I went back to the woods where not a 

single tree turns its face away. 

Instead I prayer, oh Lord, let me be something useful and unpretentious. Even the chimney swift 

sings. Even the cobblestones have a task to do, and do it well. Lord, let me be a flower, even a 



tare; or a sparrow, Or the smallest bright stone in a ring worn by someone brave and kind, 

whose name I will never know. (From her collection entitled Thirst) 

 

Closing Prayer—From the Search Committee 

 

In support and prayer for the Holy Cross Rector’s Search Team, Let us pray for guidance by 

saying together: 

 

O God, by whom the meek are guided in judgment, and light riseth up in darkness for the godly: 

Grant us, in all our doubts and uncertainties, the grace to ask what thou wouldst have us to do, 

that the Spirit of wisdom may save us from all false choices, that in thy light we may see light, 

and in thy straight path may not stumble, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

Closing Hymn – Days of Elijah 

 

Easter Blessing 

 

“Life is short, and we do not have too much time to gladden the hearts of those who travel the 

way with us. So be swift to love, make haste to be kind. And may God’s blessing, Father, Son 

and Holy Spirit, be with you and remain with you always”. 

 

Blessing by The Rev. Bill Tully, adapted from Henri Amiel 

 

 

 

 

 
 


