
Fourth Sunday of Lent 

Morning Prayer 
 
 
Opening Hymn – Blessed Jesus at Your Word 

 

 Blessed Jesus, at your word  

we are gathered all to hear you.  

Let our hearts and souls be stirred  

now to seek and love and fear you.  

By your gospel pure and holy,  

teach us, Lord, to love you solely.  

 

All our knowledge, sense, and sight  

lie in deepest darkness shrouded,  

till your Spirit breaks our night  

with your beams of truth unclouded.  

You alone to God can win us;  

you must work all good within us.  

 

Almighty Lord, yourself impart;  

Light of Light, from God proceeding,  

open lips and ears and heart;  

help us by your Spirit's leading.  

Hear the cry your church now raises;  

Lord, accept our prayers and praises.  

 

 

The Salutation 
The Presider – The Lord be with you.  

 

People – And also with you.  

 

The Presider – Let us pray. 

 

The Collect of the Day  

 

The Presider – Gracious Father, whose blessed Son Jesus Christ came down from heaven to be 

the true bread which gives life to the world: Evermore give us this bread, that he may live in us, 

and we in him; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for 

ever. Amen. 

 

Confession of Sin 
 

The Presider says to the people 

Dearly beloved, we have come together in the presence of Almighty God, to set forth his praise, 

to hear his holy Word, and to ask, for ourselves and on behalf of others, those things that are 

necessary for our life and our salvation. And so that we may prepare ourselves in heart and mind 
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to worship him, let us kneel in silence, and with penitent and obedient hearts confess our sins, 

that we may obtain forgiveness by his infinite goodness and mercy. 

 

Presider and People together,  

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by 

what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole 

heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in 

your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

 

The Presider alone says 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 

strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in 

eternal life. Amen. 

 

 

The Invitatory and Psalter 
The Presider – Lord, open our lips. 

People – And our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 

 

The Presider and People – Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in 

the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 

Antiphon 
 

The Presider and People – The Lord is full compassion and mercy: Come lest us adore him.  

 

 

Venite – (Psalm 95: 1-7) 

Come, let us sing to the Lord; *  

    let us shout for joy to the Rock of our salvation.  

Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving *  

    and raise a loud shout to him with psalms.  

For the Lord is a great God, *  

    and a great King above all gods.  

In his hand are the caverns of the earth, *  

    and the heights of the hills are his also.  

The sea is his, for he made it, *  

    and his hands have molded the dry land. 

Come, let us bow down, and bend the knee, *  

    and kneel before the Lord our Maker.  
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For he is our God,  

and we are the people of his pasture and the sheep of his hand. * 

    Oh, that today you would hearken to his voice! 

 

Reading – Ephesians 2: 1-10 

 

Hymn – Rock of Ages Cleft for Me 

 

Rock of Ages, cleft for me,  

let me hide myself in thee;  

let the water and the blood,  

from thy wounded side which flowed,  

be of sin the double cure;  

save from wrath and make me pure.  

 

Not the labors of my hands  

can fulfill thy law's demands;  

could my zeal no respite know,  

could my tears forever flow,  

all for sin could not atone;  

thou must save, and thou alone.  

 

Nothing in my hand I bring,  

simply to the cross I cling;  

naked, come to thee for dress;  

helpless, look to thee for grace;  

foul, I to the fountain fly;  

wash me, Savior, or I die.  

 

While I draw this fleeting breath,  

when mine eyes shall close in death,  

when I soar to worlds unknown,  

see thee on thy judgment throne,  

Rock of Ages, cleft for me,  

let me hide myself in thee.  

 

 

The Gospel – John 3: 14-21 (Rev. Jerry Gallagher) 

 

The Sermon – Rev. Jerry Gallagher 

 

 

The Apostles’ Creed 
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I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth; 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the Holy 

Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and 

was buried. He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness 

of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

The Prayers of the People (Form V) 

 

Lay prayer leader – In peace, let us pray to the Lord, saying, Kyrie eleison.  

 

For the holy Church of God, that it may be filled with truth and love, and be found without fault 

at the day of your coming, we pray to you, O Lord.   

 

People – Kyrie eleison. 

Lay prayer leader – For Michael our Presiding Bishop, for Robert our own Bishop, for all 

bishops and other ministers, and for all the holy people of God, we pray to you, O Lord. 

People – Kyrie eleison. 

Lay prayer leader – For all who fear God and believe in you, Lord Christ, that our divisions may 

cease, and that all may be one as you and the Father are one, we pray to you, O Lord. 

People – Kyrie eleison. 

Lay prayer leader – For the mission of the Church, that in faithful witness it may preach the 

Gospel to the ends of the earth, we pray to you, O Lord. 

People – Kyrie eleison. 

 

Lay prayer leader – For those who do not yet believe, and for those who have lost their faith, that 

they may receive the light of the Gospel, we pray to you, O Lord. 

 

People – Kyrie eleison. 

Lay prayer leader – For the peace of the world, that a spirit of respect and forbearance may grow 

among nations and peoples, we pray to you, O Lord. 

Lay prayer leader – For those in positions of public trust that they may serve justice, and promote 

the dignity and freedom of every person, we pray to you, O Lord. 
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People – Kyrie eleison. 

 

Lay prayer leader – For a blessing upon all human labor, and for the right use of the riches of 

creation, that the world may be freed from poverty, famine, and disaster, we pray to you, O Lord. 

 

People – Kyrie eleison. 

 

Lay prayer leader – For the poor, the persecuted, the sick, and all who suffer; for refugees, 

prisoners, and all who are in danger; that they may be relieved and protected, we pray to you, O 

Lord. 

 

People – Kyrie eleison. 

 

The Blessing & Dismissal - [presider’s choice] 

 

Closing/Recessional Hymn - Amazing Grace 

 

Amazing grace! how sweet the sound, 

  That saved a wretch; like me! 

I once was lost, but now am found, 

  Was blind, but now I see. 

 

’Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, 

  And grace my fears relieved; 

How precious did that grace appear 

  The hour I first believed! 

 

The Lord hath promised good to me, 

  His word my hope secures; 

He will my shield and portion be 

  As long as life endures. 

 

When we’ve been there ten thousand years, 

  Bright shining as the sun, 

We’ve no less days to sing God’s praise 

  Than when we first begun. 


