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Holy Cross Episcopal Parish 

May 23, 2021 
 

Gathering and Processional Hymn(s)  

 

Gather Us Lord 

 

Verse 1 

Gather us Lord into Your fire 

Gather us Lord full of desire 

Gather us Lord calling us higher 

Gather us all to You 

 

Verse 2 

Gather us Lord into Your flame 

Gather us Lord to praise Your name 

Gather us Lord sinners and saints 

Gather us all to You 

 

Chorus 

Where You are may we be 

In Your courts eternally 

In Your love in Your truth 

Gather us all to You gather us all to You 

 

Verse 3 

Then gather us Lord making us one 

Gather us Lord Your kingdom come 

Gather us Lord Your will be done 

Gather us all to You 

 

Ending 

Gather us all to You 

 

Presider - Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit 

People And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and forever.  

 

Gloria 

Glory to God in the highest, 

    and peace to his people on earth. 

 

Lord God, heavenly King, 

almighty God and Father, 

    we worship you, we give you thanks, 

    we praise you for your glory. 

 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 

Lord God, Lamb of God, 

you take away the sin of the world: 

    have mercy on us; 

you are seated at the right hand of the 

Father:  

    receive our prayer. 

 

For you alone are the Holy One, 

you alone are the Lord, 

you alone are the Most High, 

    Jesus Christ, 

    with the Holy Spirit, 

    in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

 

The Collect of the Day 

 

Presider The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

 

Presider – Almighty God, on this day you opened the way of eternal life to every race and 

nation by the promised gift of your Holy Spirit: Shed abroad this gift throughout the world by the 



preaching of the Gospel, that it may reach to the ends of the earth; through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.  

 

People – Amen. 

 

The Lessons 

 

The First Lesson – Ezekiel 37:1-14 

 

The Response – Psalm 104:25-35, 37 

 

The Epistle – Acts 2:1-21 

 

The Gospel Acclamation  

 

There Is A Redeemer 

 

Verse 1 

There is a Redeemer Jesus God's own Son 

Precious Lamb of God Messiah Holy One 

 

Chorus 

Thank You O my Father 

For giving us Your Son 

And leaving Your Spirit 

Till the work on earth is done 

 

Verse 2 

Jesus my Redeemer name above all names 

Precious Lamb of God Messiah 

O for sinners slain 

 

Verse 3 

When I stand in glory I will see His face 

There I'll serve my King forever 

In that holy place 

 

 

Gospel – John 15:26-27, 16:4b-15 

 

Sermon – Rev. Sara Krantz 

 

The Nicene Creed 

 

We believe in one God, the Father, the 

Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the 

only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 

Father, God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father. Through him 

all things were made. For us and for our 

salvation he came down from heaven: 

by the power of the Holy Spirit he became 

incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was 

made man. For our sake he was crucified 

under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and 

was buried. On the third day he rose 

again in accordance with the Scriptures; he 

ascended into heaven and is seated at the 

right hand of the Father. He will come again 

in glory to judge the living and the 

dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the 

giver of life, who proceeds from the Father 



and the Son. With the Father and the Son he 

is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken 

through the Prophets. We believe in one 

holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

 We acknowledge one baptism for the 

forgiveness of sins. We look for the 

resurrection of the dead, and the life of the 

world to come. Amen. 

 

Prayers of the People –  

 

[The Leader and People pray responsively] 

 

Leader – Beloved God, we thank you for giving us power through your Spirit to reveal your life 

to the world: strengthen, bless, and guide us to make you known by work and example.  

 

We are your church, O God 

People – Guide us in your grace.   

 

Leader – We thank you for your creation, and pray for the earth you have given us to cherish and 

protect; nourish in us your love for all you have made.  

 

We are your stewards, O God. 

People – Guide us in your grace.   

 

Leader – Guide and bless us in your work and in our play, and shape the patterns of our political 

and economic life, that all people may share in the fulfillment of your creative work. 

 

We are your servants, O God. 

People – Guide us in your grace.   

 

Leader – Awaken our hearts to your presence in all people: in those we love easily and those 

with whom we struggle, in those different from us and those familiar to us. 

 

We are made in your image, O God.   

People – Guide us in your grace.   

 

Leader – We thanks you for calling us to a glorious heritage as your holy people.  Free us from 

lack of vision, from inertia of will and spirit.  By you life-giving Spirit, lead us out of isolation 

and oppression, redeem and restore us. 

 

You are the life within us, O God 

People – Guide us in your grace.   

 

Leader – We thank you for the gift of life, with all its blessings and sorrows.  Shield the joyous, 

comfort and strengthen those in any need or trouble.  Bless those who will be born today and 

those who will die, that joining with the company of all your saints we may rejoice in one 

unending song of praise.   

 



In you alone we have eternal life, O God. 

People – Guide us in your grace.   

 

Leader – We offer these our prayers and thanksgivings to you, O God, the source of all that is 

true and holy, now and forever. 

 

People – Amen.    

 

Presider – Heavenly Father, source of all knowledge, you know the needs of your church in 

every place.  Look graciously upon the people of Holy Cross and grant our search committee and 

Vestry the wisdom and discernment to call, with open hearts and mind, a faithful pastor who will 

feed us, your flock, and equip us for our ministries.  

 

Through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

 

Silence 

 

[Presider adds concluding collect.]  

 

Confession of Sin 

 

Presider 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

 

Silence 

 

Presider and People 

Most merciful God, 

we confess that we have sinned against you 

in thought, word, and deed, 

by what we have done, 

and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved you with our whole heart; 

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  

We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.  

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 

have mercy on us and forgive us; 

that we may delight in your will, 

and walk in your ways, 

to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

 

Presider 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins  

through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all  

goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in  

eternal life.  



 

People – Amen. 

 

The Peace 

 

Presider  The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People And also with you. 

 

[The exchange of peace will be exchanged without leaving their seat and maintaining social 

distancing either verbally or some other appropriate gesture.] 

 

The Offertory  

 

[To maintain social distancing the offertory basket will not be passed around.  One can choose to 

place a donation in the basket before or after the service, or one can make an online donation.] 

 

 

Holy Communion 

 

The Great Thanksgiving 

 

[Eucharistic Prayer C – The people remain standing.] 

 

Presider – The Lord be with you. 

 

People – And also with you. 

 

Presider – Lift up your hearts. 

 

People – We lift them to the Lord. 

 

Presider – Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 

People – It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

 

Presider –God of all power, Ruler of the Universe, you are worthy of  

glory and praise. 

 

People – Glory to you for ever and ever. 

 

Presider – At your command all things came to be: the vast expanse of  

interstellar space, galaxies, suns, the planets in their courses,  

and this fragile earth, our island home. 

 

People – By your will they were created and have their being. 



 

Presider – From the primal elements you brought forth the human race,  

and blessed us with memory, reason, and skill. You made us  

the rulers of creation. But we turned against you, and betrayed  

your trust; and we turned against one another. 

 

People – Have mercy, Lord, for we are sinners in your sight. 

 

Presider – Again and again, you called us to return. Through prophets  

and sages you revealed your righteous Law. And in the  

fullness of time you sent your only Son, born of a woman, to  

fulfill your Law, to open for us the way of freedom and peace. 

 

People – By his blood, he reconciled us. By his wounds, we are healed. 

 

Presider – And therefore we praise you, joining with the heavenly  

chorus, with prophets, apostles, and martyrs, and with all  

those in every generation who have looked to you in hope, to  

proclaim with them your glory, in their unending hymn: 

 

Celebrant and People –  

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

    Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

    Hosanna in the highest. 

 

Presider – 

And so, Father, we who have been redeemed 

by him, and made a new people by water 

and the Spirit, now bring before you these 

gifts. Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to 

be the Body and Blood of Jesus Christ our 

Lord. 

 

On the night he was betrayed he took bread, 

said the blessing, broke the bread, and gave 

it to his friends, and said, "Take, eat: This is 

my Body, which is given for you. Do  

this for the remembrance of me." 

 

After supper, he took the cup of wine, gave 

thanks, and said, "Drink this, all of you: This 

is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is 

shed for you and for many for 

the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink 

it, do this for the remembrance of me." 

 

Remembering now his work of redemption, 

and offering to you this  

sacrifice of thanksgiving, 

 

People – We celebrate his death and resurrection, 

as we await the day of his coming. 

 

 

 



Presider – 

Lord God of our Fathers: God of Abraham, 

Isaac, and Jacob; God Lord God of our 

Ancestors: God of Abraham and Sarah, 

Isaac and Rebecca, and Jacob and Rachel; 

God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ: 

Open our eyes to see your hand at work in 

the world about us. Deliver us from the 

presumption of coming to this Table for 

solace only, and not for strength; for pardon 

only, and not for renewal. Let the grace of 

this Holy Communion make us one body, 

one spirit in Christ, that we may worthily 

serve the world in his name. 

 

People – Risen Lord, be known to us in the breaking of the Bread. 

 

Presider –Accept these prayers and praises, Father, through Jesus  

Christ our great High Priest, to whom, with you and the  

Holy Spirit, your Church gives honor, glory, and worship,  

from generation to generation.  

 

People – AMEN. 

 

Presider – And now, as our Savior 

Christ has taught us, 

we are bold to say, 

 

Presider and People 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your 

Name, your kingdom come, your will be 

done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today 

our daily bread .Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us 

from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and 

the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 

 

The Breaking of the Bread 

 

Presider – Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 

 

People – Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 

 

Presider – The Gifts of God for the People of God. 

 

[Holy Communion will be distributed to congregants as explained by the presider.] 

 

Communion Hymn(s)  

 

 

Holy, Holy, Holy

Holy, holy, holy, 

my heart, my heart adores you! 

My heart knows how to say to You: 

You are holy, Lord! 

 

Spirit of God, unseen as the wind 



 

Chorus 

Spirit of God, unseen as the wind, 

gentle as is the dove: 

teach us the truth and help us believe, 

show us the Saviour's love! 

 

You spoke to us - long, long ago - 

gave us the written word; 

we read it still, needing its truth, 

through it God's voice is heard. 

 

Without your help we fail our Lord, 

we cannot live his way; 

we need your power, we need your strength, 

following Christ each day. 

 

 

After Communion 

 

Presider – Let us pray. 

 

Presider and People 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, 

you have graciously accepted us as living members 

of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 

and you have fed us with spiritual food  

in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 

Send us now into the world in peace, 

and grant us strength and courage 

to love and serve you 

with gladness and singleness of heart; 

through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

The Blessing & Dismissal 

 

Closing/Recessional Hymn  

 

We Are Called 

 

Verse 1 

Come live in the light 

Shine with the joy and the love of the Lord 

We are called to be light for the kingdom 

To live in the freedom of the city of God 

 

Chorus 

We are called to act with justice 

We are called to love tenderly 

We are called to serve one another 

To walk humbly with God 

 

Verse 2 

Come open your heart 

Show your mercy to all those in fear 

We are called to be hope for the hopeless 

So all hatred and blindness will be no more 

 

Verse 3 

Sing sing a new song 

Sing of that great day when all will be one 

God will reign and we'll walk 

With each other as sisters 

And brothers united in love 

 

 


