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Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
Holy Cross Episcopal Parish 

September 5, 2021 
 
Gathering and Processional Hymn(s)  
Shine Jesus Shine 
Chorus 
Shine Jesus shine 
Fill this land 
With the Father's glory 
Blaze Spirit blaze 
Set our hearts on fire 
Flow river flow 
Flood the nations 
With grace and mercy 
Send forth Your word Lord 
And let there be light 
 
Verse 1 
Lord the light of Your love is shining 
In the midst of the darkness shining 
Jesus Light of the world shine upon us 

Set us free by the truth You now bring us 
Shine on me shine on me 
 
Verse 2 
Lord I come to Your awesome presence 
From the shadows into Your radiance 
By the blood I may enter Your brightness 
Search me try me consume all my darkness 
Shine on me shine on me 
 
Verse 3 
As we gaze on Your kingly brightness 
So our faces display Your likeness 
Ever changing from glory to glory 
Mirrored here may our lives tell Your story 
Shine on me shine on me

 
All Creatures of Our God And King 
Verse 1 
All creatures of our God and King 
Lift up your voice and with us sing 
O praise Him alleluia 
Thou burning sun with golden beam 
Thou silver moon with softer gleam 
O praise Him O praise Him 
Alleluia alleluia alleluia 
 
Verse 2 
Thou rushing wind that art so strong 
Ye clouds that sail in Heav'n along 
O praise Him alleluia 

Thou rising moon in praise rejoice 
Ye lights of evening find a voice 
O praise Him O praise Him 
Alleluia alleluia alleluia 
 
Verse 3 
Let all things their Creator bless 
And worship Him in humbleness 
O praise Him alleluia 
Praise praise the Father praise the Son 
And praise the Spirit three in One 
O praise Him O praise Him 
Alleluia alleluia alleluia 

 
 
Presider - Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit 
People And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and forever.  
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Gloria 
Glory to God in the highest, 
    and peace to his people on earth. 
 
Lord God, heavenly King, 
almighty God and Father, 
    we worship you, we give you thanks, 
    we praise you for your glory. 
 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world: 

    have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father:  
    receive our prayer. 
 
For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, 
    Jesus Christ, 
    with the Holy Spirit, 
    in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

 
The Collect of the Day 
 
Presider The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
 
Presider – Lord of all power and might, the author and giver of all good things: Graft in our 
hearts the love of your Name; increase in us true religion; nourish us with all goodness; and bring 
forth in us the fruit of good works; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God for ever and ever.. 
People – Amen. 
 
The Lessons 
The First Lesson – Proverbs 22:1-2, 8-9, 22-23 
 
The Response – Psalm 125 

1 Those who trust in the LORD are like Mount Zion, * 
which cannot be moved, but stands fast forever. 

2 The hills stand about Jerusalem; * 
so does the LORD stand round about his people, 
from this time forth for evermore. 

3 The scepter of the wicked shall not hold sway over the land allotted to the just, * 
so that the just shall not put their hands to evil. 

4 Show your goodness, O LORD, to those who are good * 
and to those who are true of heart. 

5 As for those who turn aside to crooked ways, 
the LORD will lead them away with the evildoers; * 
but peace be upon Israel. 
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The Epistle – James 2:1-10 and 14-17 

The Gospel Acclamation  

Amazing Grace 
Verse 1 
Amazing grace how sweet the sound 
That saved a wretch like me 
I once was lost but now am found 
Was blind but now I see 
Verse 2 
'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear 
And grace my fears relieved 
How precious did that grace appear 
The hour I first believed 

Verse 3 
The Lord has promised good to me 
His Word my hope secures 
He will my shield and portion be 
As long as life endures 
Verse 4 
Yea when this flesh and heart shall fail 
And mortal life shall cease 
I shall possess within the veil 
A life of joy and peace 

 
Gospel – Mark 7: 24-37 

Sermon – Rev. Jerry Gallagher 
 
The Nicene Creed 
We believe in one God, 
    the Father, the Almighty, 
    maker of heaven and earth, 
    of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
    the only Son of God, 
    eternally begotten of the Father, 
    God from God, Light from Light, 
    true God from true God, 
    begotten, not made, 
    of one Being with the Father. 
    Through him all things were made. 
    For us and for our salvation 
        he came down from heaven: 
    by the power of the Holy Spirit 
        he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
        and was made man. 
    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius 
Pilate; 
        he suffered death and was buried. 

        On the third day he rose again 
            in accordance with the Scriptures; 
        he ascended into heaven 
            and is seated at the right hand of the 
Father. 
 He will come again in glory to judge the living 
and the dead, 
        and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver 
of life,  
    who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
    With the Father and the Son he is worshiped 
and glorified. 
    He has spoken through the Prophets. 
    We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic 
Church. 
    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness 
of sins. 
    We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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Prayers of the People 
 
[The Leader and People pray responsively] 
 
Leader – Beloved God, we thank you for giving us power through your Spirit to reveal your life to 
the world: strengthen, bless, and guide us to make you known by work and example.  
 
We are your church, O God 
People – Guide us in your grace.   
 
Leader – We thank you for your creation, and pray for the earth you have given us to cherish and 
protect; nourish in us your love for all you have made.  
 
We are your stewards, O God. 
People – Guide us in your grace.   
 
Leader – Guide and bless us in your work and in our play, and shape the patterns of our political 
and economic life, that all people may share in the fulfillment of your creative work. 
 
We are your servants, O God. 
People – Guide us in your grace.   
 
Leader – Awaken our hearts to your presence in all people: in those we love easily and those with 
whom we struggle, in those different from us and those familiar to us. 
 
We are made in your image, O God.   
People – Guide us in your grace.   
 
Leader – We thank you for calling us to a glorious heritage as your holy people.  Free us from lack 
of vision, from inertia of will and spirit.  By your life-giving Spirit, lead us out of isolation and 
oppression, redeem and restore us. 
 
You are the life within us, O God 
People – Guide us in your grace.   
 
Leader – We thank you for the gift of your people, those gathered here and those who have joined 
us online.  We ask that you inspire us and motivate us that we may better discern our individual 
calling to better serve your people and all creation.   
 
You are our internal spark, O God. 
People – Guide us in your grace.   
 
Leader – We thank you for the gift of life, with all its blessings and sorrows.  Shield the joyous, 
comfort and strengthen those in any need or trouble.  Bless those who will be born today and 
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those who will die, that joining with the company of all your saints we may rejoice in one 
unending song of praise.   
 
In you alone we have eternal life, O God. 
People – Guide us in your grace.   
 
Leader – We offer these our prayers and thanksgivings to you, O God, the source of all that is true 
and holy, now and forever. 
 
People – Amen.    
 
Presider – Heavenly Father, source of all knowledge, you know the needs of your church in every 
place.  Look graciously upon the people of Holy Cross and grant our search committee and Vestry 
the wisdom and discernment to call, with open hearts and mind, a faithful pastor who will feed us, 
your flock, and equip us for our ministries.  
 
Through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
 
Silence 
 
[Presider adds concluding collect.]  
 
Confession of Sin 
 
Presider 
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
 
Silence 
 
Presider and People 
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  

We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.  
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen

 
Presider 
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins  
through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all  
goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in  
eternal life.  
People – Amen. 
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The Peace 
Presider  The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People And also with you. 
 
[The exchange of peace will be exchanged without leaving their seat and maintaining social 
distancing either verbally or some other appropriate gesture.] 
 
The Offertory  
Special Music

The Doxology 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise Him, all creatures here below 
Praise Him above the Heavenly host 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost 
Amen 

 
Holy Communion 
 
The Great Thanksgiving 
 
[Eucharistic Prayer C – The people remain standing.] 
 
Presider – The Lord be with you. 
 
People – And also with you. 
 
Presider – Lift up your hearts. 
 
People – We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Presider – Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 
People – It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 
Presider –God of all power, Ruler of the Universe, you are worthy of  
glory and praise. 
 
People – Glory to you for ever and ever. 
 
Presider – At your command all things came to be: the vast expanse of  
interstellar space, galaxies, suns, the planets in their courses,  
and this fragile earth, our island home. 
 
People – By your will they were created and have their being. 
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Presider – From the primal elements you brought forth the human race,  
and blessed us with memory, reason, and skill. You made us  
the rulers of creation. But we turned against you, and betrayed  
your trust; and we turned against one another. 
 
People – Have mercy, Lord, for we are sinners in your sight. 
 
Presider – Again and again, you called us to return. Through prophets  
and sages you revealed your righteous Law. And in the  
fullness of time you sent your only Son, born of a woman, to  
fulfill your Law, to open for us the way of freedom and peace. 
 
People – By his blood, he reconciled us. By his wounds, we are healed. 
 
Presider – And therefore we praise you, joining with the heavenly  
chorus, with prophets, apostles, and martyrs, and with all  
those in every generation who have looked to you in hope, to  
proclaim with them your glory, in their unending hymn: 
 
Celebrant and People –  
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
    Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
    Hosanna in the highest. 
 
Presider – And so, Father, we who have been redeemed by him, and  
made a new people by water and the Spirit, now bring before  
you these gifts. Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be the  
Body and Blood of Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
On the night he was betrayed he took bread, said the  
blessing, broke the bread, and gave it to his friends, and  
said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do  
this for the remembrance of me." 
 
After supper, he took the cup of wine, gave thanks, and  
said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new  
Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the  
forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the  
remembrance of me." 
 
Remembering now his work of redemption, and offering to you this  
sacrifice of thanksgiving, 
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People – We celebrate his death and resurrection, 
as we await the day of his coming. 
 
Presider – Lord God of our Ancestors: God of Abraham and Sarah, Isaac and Rebecca, and  
Jacob and Rachel; God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ: Open our  
eyes to see your hand at work in the world about us. Deliver  
us from the presumption of coming to this Table for solace  
only, and not for strength; for pardon only, and not for  
renewal. Let the grace of this Holy Communion make us one  
body, one spirit in Christ, that we may worthily serve the  
world in his name. 
 
People – Risen Lord, be known to us in the breaking of the Bread. 
 
Presider –Accept these prayers and praises, Father, through Jesus  
Christ our great High Priest, to whom, with you and the  
Holy Spirit, your Church gives honor, glory, and worship,  
from generation to generation.  
People – AMEN. 
 
Presider – And now, as our Savior 
Christ has taught us, 
we are bold to say, 
 
Presider and People 
Our Father in heaven, 
    hallowed be your Name, 
    your kingdom come, 
    your will be done, 
        on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

    as we forgive those 
        who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial, 
    and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
    and the glory are yours, 
    now and forever. Amen. 

The Breaking of the Bread 
 
Presider – Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
 
People – Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 
 
Presider – The Gifts of God for the People of God. 
 
[Holy Communion will be distributed to congregants as explained by the presider.] 
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Communion Hymn(s) 
Surely The Presence Of The Lord 
Chorus 
Surely the presence 
Of the Lord is in this place 
I can feel His mighty power 
And His grace 
I can hear the brush of angel's wings 
I see glory on each face 
Surely the presence 
Of the Lord is in this place 
 
Verse 1 
In the midst of His children 
The Lord said He would be 
It doesn't take very many 
It can be just two or three 

And I feel that same sweet Spirit 
That I've felt oft times before 
Oh surely I can say 
I have been with the Lord 
 
Verse 2 
There's a holy hush around us 
As God's glory fills this place 
I've touched the hem of His garment 
And I can almost see His face 
And my heart is overflowing 
With the fullness of His joy 
I know without a doubt 
That I have been with the Lord

Sanctuary 
Lord prepare me 
To be a sanctuary 
Pure and holy 
Tried and true 

With thanksgiving 
I'll be a living 
Sanctuary for You 

 
After Communion 
Presider – Let us pray. 
 
Presider and People 
Eternal God, heavenly Father, 
you have graciously accepted us as living members 
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 
and you have fed us with spiritual food  
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 

Send us now into the world in peace, 
and grant us strength and courage 
to love and serve you 
with gladness and singleness of heart; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
 
The Blessing & Dismissal
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Closing/Recessional Hymn  
You Are My Vision 
Verse 1 
You are my vision O King of my heart 
Nothing else satisfies only You Lord 
You are my best thought by day or by night 
Waking or sleeping Your presence my light 
 
Verse 2 
You are my wisdom You are my true word 
I ever with You and You with me Lord 
You're my great Father and I'm Your true son 
You dwell inside me together we're one 
 

Verse 3 
I don't want riches or man's empty praise 
You're my inheritance now and always 
You and You only the first in my heart 
High King of heaven my treasure You are 
 
Verse 4 
High King of heaven when victory's won 
May I reach heaven's joy O bright heaven's Son 
Heart of my own heart whatever befall 
Still be my vision O Ruler of all 

 
 

 
 

 

 
This Sunday we will celebrate Holy Eucharist at two services. 8:00 am is a spoken mass and 10:15 
am. will include live music. Our Celebrant and Homilist at both services is the Rev. Jerry 
Gallagher. 
 
Sunday Servants for this week are: 
Vestry Person(s) of the Day: 8:00 am, John Weisz, 10:15 am, Carl Danielson and Lee Stroud 
Readers: 8:00 am, Jan Eudy, 10:15 am, Michael Cobb 
Prayers of the People: 8:00 am, Jan Eudy, 10:15 am, Ann Hood 
Altar Guild: 8:00 am, Paula Studebaker, 10:15 am, Shirley Fisher and Marian Hills 
Ushers: 8:00 am, Ashley and Lynn Piver, 10:15 am, Jim Scott 
Greeter: 8:00 am, Jan Eudy, 10:15 am, Jo Dierling 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
11 

Sunday School News  
 
It’s almost time for Sunday School! We will begin our regular Sunday School program on Sunday, 
September 12. This year we will be having Christian Education for all ages from 9:15 - 10:00 am. 
The worship service will begin at 10:15 am. There will be a children’s activity during the sermon 
for the younger children. We hope that our older children and youth can be involved in the 
service as lay readers, acolytes, or musicians. We are looking forward to seeing everyone on the 
12th. 
 
Mark your calendars for upcoming parish events! Details will be coming soon. 
 
SEPT 12 - Sunday School Kickoff 
SEPT 18 - Splash Day - come explore and have fun with water on St. Francis Way - for kids of all 
ages! 
OCT 2 - St. Francis Day (Blessing of the animals) 
OCT 9 - Youth and Family Event  
OCT 31 - All Saints Celebration | Trunk or Treat 
NOV 21: Thanksgiving (Oyster Roast planning is in progress) 
DEC 19: Christmas Pageant 
 

Adult Formation Study 
   

 
Join us as we delve into this passage from Philippians 4:6 through Max Lucado’s study Anxious for 
Nothing. Beth Carter and Lee Stroud will be your guides through this study where we will learn to find that 
“peace of God, which transcends all understanding”. 
 
We will meet in the Gathering Room from 9:15 til 10:00 am, beginning Sunday, September 12. Each 
session will consist of viewing a video and taking time to reflect and discuss the video. The book Anxious of 
Nothing can be purchased through Amazon by clicking this link: Anxious for Nothing: Finding Calm in a 
Chaotic World: Lucado, Max: 9780718074210: Amazon.com: Books Purchase of the book is not 
necessary to participate in the study. 
 
Mark your calendar. We hope you’ll grab a cup of coffee and join us as we seek to find the peace that 
“transcends all understanding”. Feel free to contact Lee Stroud (leestroud105@gmail.com) if you have 
questions about this program. 

 

Love Our Neighbors 
   

Think back, post-Renewal Works and pre-Covid… back to Holy Cross putting words into action after setting 
priorities through Renewal Works. Among our priorities was reaching out to our neighbors. In that regard, 
we had great plans! We would “adopt” Mary C. Williams Elementary School as our neighborhood school. 
We would invite classes to utilize our beautiful St. Francis Way woods, learn about and be in nature, picnic 
on our grounds, and play on our playground. We would volunteer in their school serving where needed. 
Plus, through Outreach, last year we joined with Team First Book and donated money to provide new 
books for children to own. We will do that again this year.  

https://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=11245026&msgid=181765&act=GBDN&c=1499059&destination=about%3Ablank&cf=7035&v=c973ebeed1f60caa693eaddb496d9788808958eac53b5aed2185609569ed6d44
https://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=11245026&msgid=181765&act=GBDN&c=1499059&destination=about%3Ablank&cf=7035&v=c973ebeed1f60caa693eaddb496d9788808958eac53b5aed2185609569ed6d44
mailto:leestroud105@gmail.com
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We are happy to report that our well-laid plans are ready to roll after a rather lengthy delay! Drum roll 
please! Mary C. Williams teachers and students are ready to see our smiling eyes (above our masks). If you 
would like to volunteer at the school, please let us know. You decide when, in what area, in what capacity. 
There is a need for helping students with reading and other classwork. If one on one isn’t appealing, help is 
needed in the library and with admin-type tasks. There’s a big need to help with 4th and 5th grade clubs: 
recycling, art, and sports are a few of the clubs they have. Restarting a garden club is in the works. The clubs 
meet on Mondays from 10:20 - 11:00 (5th) and 1:30 - 2:20 (4th). We’ll be learning about more 
opportunities as we work with the school social worker.  
 
A volunteer training session is scheduled for September 10 at 8:30 a.m. (short notice). If you can’t make 
that, other options are available.  
If you’d like to help out an hour or two a week, please let us hear from you. We’ll help you find the perfect 
place.  
 
Please call or text Rene Gouverneur (910-231-7874) if you’re interested in volunteering.  
We have asked for a wish list for the school. Details will follow. We can all help in some way. A very 
important way is through prayer. Please say prayers for the students, faculty, staff, and parents at our 
“neighborhood” school and in all schools. It’s a very challenging time for our children and their helpers.  
 
Ada Atkinson  
St. Francis Way Committee 
 

Game Night will be held Friday, Sep 10, from 6:00-8:00 pm in the Gathering Area at Holy 
Cross. Please bring a favorite board game. Also, note that all attendees must wear masks and food 
is not permitted in accordance with Vestry mandates due to the COVID surge. 
 

Book Study: “Hell of a Book,” by Jason Mott (UNC-W grad) starts on September 8 at 
7:00 p.m. via Zoom. “An astounding work of fiction from a New York Times bestselling author 
Jason Mott, always deeply honest, at times electrically funny, that goes to the heart of racism, 
police violence, and the hidden costs exacted upon Black Americans, and America as a whole.” - 
The book is available on Amazon and locally. If you’re interested in joining the study group, please 
email Andy Atkinson at andyatkinson2@me.com or call him at 910-228-8727 to be added to the 
Zoom roster. The group will meet every other Wednesday evening wrapping up before 
Thanksgiving. 
 

Guatemala Mission – Wrapup: A big thank you to all who contributed to the 2021 
Guatemalan mission. Thanks to the overwhelming generosity of Holy Cross parishioners, we 
collected over $9000 which was forwarded to Oak Ridge United Methodist Church in Oak Ridge, 
NC. They have been involved in this ministry for more than 10 years and are currently working 
with Pastor Cardova in Santa Clara, Guatemala to make sure the money goes to where it is most 
needed. 


