
Christmas Festival of Lessons and Music 
December 18th, 2022 

 
 

 
 

Check out our announcements and upcoming events by signing up for our weekly  
e-newsletter by contacting us at the email or phone number below. 

 
 

Holy Cross Episcopal Church 
https://www.hcew.org/  ⧫  E-mail: admin@hcew.org  ⧫  (910) 799-6347 

 
 

Our Regular Weekly Service Times 
Holy Eucharist: Rite II 

Sundays, 8.00 a.m. (without music) and 10:30 am (with music) 
 

Christmas Services 
Wednesday, Dec. 21 - Greening of the church and hymn sing. starting at 7:00 pm 

Saturday, Dec. 24 - Christmas Eve service with Godly Play pageant, 4:30 pm 
Sunday, Dec. 25 - Holy Communion service at 9:00 am 

 
Officiant: The Rev. Anne Abdy 

 



Lessons and Music 
 

Opening Hymn: Ready the Way Songbook #9 

A Bidding Prayer  

Officiant: Dear People of God: In this Christmas Season, let it be our duty and delight to hear once more the 
message of the Angels, to go to Bethlehem and see the Son of God lying in a manger. 

Let us hear and heed in Holy Scripture the story of God’s loving purpose from the time of our rebellion 
against him until the glorious redemption brought to us by his holy Child Jesus, and let us make this place 
glad with our carols of praise. 

But first, let us pray for the needs of his whole world, and his chosen people, the people of God. 

Gracious God, in the fullness of your love, you came among us, causing this time to shine with the glory of 
new birth, the promise of life lived at one with eternity.  Help us to rejoice in your love.  God of grace and 
glory. 

People  Hear our prayer. 

 

Officiant: As we celebrate the birth of the Prince of Peace, let your blessing rest on all whose lives are 
disrupted by human strife, and make us all bearers of peace.  God of grace and glory. 

People  Hear our prayer. 
 

As the angels sang of your glory, let your Church throughout the world resound with your praise.  God of 
grace and glory. 

People  Hear our prayer. 

 

Officiant: As Mary and Joseph had to search for shelter, let all who are in need find help and hope and 
welcome.  God of grace and glory. 

People  Hear our prayer. 

 

Officiant: As Magi came from distant lands and cultures to worship the newborn King let the leaders of all 
nations follow the path of justice and peace.  God of grace and glory. 

People  Hear our prayer. 

 

Officiant: As Mary and Joseph and the angels and the shepherds and the Magi all glorified you at the birth of 
the Savior, let our hearts be filled with gratitude for all your gifts, for family and friends, here and far away, 
for all who share the story of Christ, or all those whose dedication and labor have made this beautiful 
celebration of the Incarnation possible, but above all for the gift of Christ, born as one of us that we might 
have an abundance of life and joy.  God of grace and glory. 

People  Hear our prayer. 

 

Officiant: The congregation is invited to say any intercessions and thanksgivings aloud or silently in the 
sacred place of your hearts. 

 



Officiant:  
And now, to sum up all these petitions, let us pray in the words which Christ himself has taught us, saying:  

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your Name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in 
heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save 
us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 

Lessons & Hymns 

One 

Reading by Jan Eudy: Genesis 3:1-15 

Adam and Eve rebel against God and are cast out of 
the Garden of Eden. 

Hymn: Now is the Cool of the Day  
(On Screen) 

 
Two 

Reading by Krista Anderson: Isaiah 35:1-10 

The prophet proclaims that God will come and save 
us. 

Hymn: Joy To The World 
(Songbook #17) 
 

Three 

Reading by Linda White: Isaiah 7:10-15 

God promised that a child shall be conceived who 
will be known as “God with us.” 

Hymn: Low, How a Rose Ever Blooming 
(Songbook#19) 
 

Four 

Reading by Rene Gouveneur: Luke 1:5-25 

The angel announces to Zachariah that his wife 
Elizabeth will bear a son. 

Hymn: Comfort, Comfort Ye My People 
(On Screen) 

Five 

Reading by Ro Brinton: Luke 1:26-58 

The Angel Gabriel announces to the Virgin Mary 
that she will bear a son. 

Hymn: Oh Little Town Of Bethlehem  
(Songbook # 21)  

 

Six 

Reading by Carolina Villa: Luke 2:1-20 

Jesus is born at Bethlehem and is worshiped by 
angels and shepherds. 

Hymn: Angels we have heard on high  
(Songbook #25) 

 

Seven 

Reading Anne Hood: Luke 2:21-36 

Jesus receives his name and is presented to Simeon 
in the Temple. 

Hymn: What Child is this (Songbook #32) 

 

Eight 

Please Stand for the Gospel: 
Rev. Anne Abdy:  Reading John 1:18 
 
 

 

Rev. Anne Abdy  Reflection on Scriptures 

 
The Offertory Anthem: O Come, O Come Emmanuel Songbook #1 
The offering will be collected during the singing of the hymn. 

 



The Collect of the Day 
Presider: God be with you. 
People: And also with you. 

Presider: Let us pray 
Purify our conscience, Almighty God, by your daily visitation, that your Son Jesus Christ, at his coming, may 
find in us a mansion prepared for himself; who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

The Peace 
Presider The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People And also with you.  
The people greet one another with a sign of God’s peace, and then are seated. 

 

The Doxology  Songbook S-7 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures here below; 
Praise God above, ye heavenly host: Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 
This, this is Christ the King, whom shepherds guard and angels sing. Haste, haste to bring him laud, the 
babe, the son of Mary. 

 

The Holy Communion 
 

Officiant consecrates the elements. 
 

All are invited to receive the Body and Blood of Jesus Christ 
 or to request a blessing. 

 
 

The Post-Communion Prayer 
Presider and People 

Let us pray. Loving God, we give you thanks for restoring us in your image and nourishing us with 
spiritual food in the Sacrament of Christ’s Body and Blood. Now send us forth a people forgiven, 
healed, renewed; that we may proclaim your love to the world and continue in the risen life of Christ 
our Savior. Amen. 

 
The Blessing 
The Priest may bless the people.   

May the Son of Righteousness shine upon you and scatter the darkness from before your path; and the 
blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you, and remain with you always. 
Amen. 
 

Closing Hymn – Prepare Ye (On Screen) 
 

The Dismissal:  
Presider: Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. Alleluia, alleluia. 
People:  Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia. 


